ACTAC

Agenda Item 2.4
Meeting Date 04/07/09
————— Original Message—-----
From: Alix Bockelman [mailto:achkelman@mtc.ca.gov]
Sent: Friday, March 27, 2009 3:55 PM
Subject: ARRA Discretionary Programs
To: Partnership Board
Partnership Technical Advisory Committee
Local Streets and Road Working Group
Transit Finance Working Group
Programming and Delivery Working Group
From: Alix Bockelman, Director, Programming and

Allocations
Randy Rentschler, Director, Legislation and Public
Affairs

In addition to the formula programs that have garnered
significant attention over the last several months, the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) included an
array of competitive programs that may provide additional
funding to transportation projects in the Bay Area. MTC
has developed the attached matrix, which summarizes the
various ARRA transportation grant programs, to assist

agencies in seeking funding through these programs. This
matrix will be updated periodically as new information is
available about the application processes. In most cases,

the implementing agency has a statutorily-established
amount of time to develop program guidelines, conduct a
call for projects, and make project awards.

In terms of regional coordination and advocacy for the
discretionary programs, MTC will focus advocacy and
consensus on three categories of

funding: 1) The Secretary’s Discretionary Grant Program; 2)
High Speed Rail and Intercity Passenger Rail Grants; and 3)
New Starts. The goal of this regional effort is to partner
with Caltrans and the California High Speed Rail Authority
so that the Bay Area and California is highly competitive

for these funding sources. Therefore, 1if agencies are
interested in seeking funding from one of those funding
categories, please contact Randy Rentschler at

rrentschler@mtc.ca.gov or 510.817.5780

For the other programs, agencies are encouraged to apply

directly to the federal implementing agency. If there are
programs for which MPOs are the only eligible applicants
(i.e. local jurisdictions or transit operators may not
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apply directly), MTC will work in partnership with agencies

who request our assistance. Also, as requested, we will
provide other support for agencies seeking funding in these
other discretionary program categories. Feel free to

contact Kenneth Folan (kfolan@mtc.ca.gov or 510.817.5804)
if you have requests for assistance.

In the near-term, three programs have released their
guidelines and/or have application due dates in April/May:

- FTA’s “Transit Investments for Greenhouse Gas and Energy
Reduction” (TIGGER) program. Guidelines for this program
were published 1in the March 24th Federal Register.
Applications are due by May 22, 2009.

- Department of Energy - "Clean Cities FY09 Petroleum
Reduction Technologies Projects for the Transportation
Sector.” The deadline for applications for this program is
May 29, 2009. Further information is available on DOE’s
web site, a link is provided on the attached matrix.

- Environmental Protection Agency - Diesel Emission
Reduction. See attachment for details on  upcoming
information sessions. Applications due between April 28,

2009 and May 5, 2009 for various subprograms.

Alix Bockelman

Director, Programming and Allocations
Metropolitan Transportation Commission
510.817.5850

abockelman@mtc.ca.gov
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